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Overall Wildfire Risk Rating or “Putting it all together” 
The final stage of the assessment of wildfire risk in Chaffee County combined all the factors 
discussed above into one overall rating. The various inputs into the analysis model are illustrated 
below in Figure 2.  
 
All three major factors were weighted or valued equally in the CWPP analysis. Thus, what was 
at risk was not considered more or less important than how likely the location was to have a fire 
or how the fire would burn there if it occurred. Different weights could be applied, but numerous 
previous analyses demonstrate this to be the most effective.  
 
Again, the most critical part of the analysis is to differentiate between locations. All areas are 
important to their residents and visitors. All areas have some degree of fire occurrence and fuels 
risk.  

 
Figure 2: Factors used in developing overall wildfire risk rating for lands in Chaffee County  



Chalk C reek

24

50

285

285

24

285

291

Clear Creek

Brow
ns Creek

South Arkansas River

Ute

 Creek

Arkansas River

Pine Cree k

Sand Creek

Gree
n Creek

Pon
ch

a C
ree

kPass Creek

Fourmile Creek

Little Cochetopa Cree
k

Trout Creek

South Cottonwood C reek

North Cottonwood Creek

Cottonwood Creek

Middle Cottonwood Creek
Lost Creek

La
ke

 Fo
rk

North Fork South Arkansas River

Fourmile Cr eek

Cottonwood Cree
k

Salida

Alpine

Turret

Nathrop

Granite

Garfield

Maysville

Saint Elmo

Buena Vista

Poncha Springs

Johnson Village
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Fuel Hazard is based on Flame Length from 
Fire Behavior Analysis using 90th Percentile Weather
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Chaffee County Ignition Risk, 2009
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Chaffee County Values at Risk, 2009
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Values at Risk = 
Population/Structure Density 65%, 
Municipal Watersheds 20%, 
Erosion Hazard 15%
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Chaffee County Overall Risk Rating, 2009
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The wildfire risk rating maps present a broad, strategic look at wildfire risk in Chaffee County. 
The data used was not intended to provide exact information for site-specific project 
implementation, but rather identification of areas with the highest relative exposures when 
planning projects. This depiction is a useful tool to prioritize locations for fuels mitigation or 
other work on private lands. It also enables Chaffee County to display its highest priorities for 
Federal land managers for fuels mitigation projects on public lands.  
 
Subdivision Assessment  
As previously stated, most of the mitigation work to protect individual homes or structures will 
occur on private lands. Firefighters from Chaffee County Fire Protection District and 
Salida/South Arkansas Fire Protection District assessed each subdivision in the county during 
2007 and 2008.   
 
The assessment displays which subdivisions may be at highest risk from a damaging fire, and 
which have factors that are not conducive to successful fire suppression and structure defense.  
 
These are ratings for the subdivision as a whole. They are not meant to be indicative of 
individual homes or lots. Fire professionals used averages for the overall subdivision ratings.  
The rating for Catastrophic Wildfire Risk was based on the following factors:  
 

• Vegetation – fuels and density  
• Topography – slope steepness  
• Subdivision Design – lot size  

 
Of these factors, usually only the type and quantity of vegetation can be changed by property 
owners.   The factors used for rating the preparedness of a subdivision and the resulting risk to 
property are:  
 
Subdivision Design  

• Ingress/Egress  
• Primary road widths  
• Accessibility  
• Dead ends (secondary road terminus)  
• Presence of street signs  
• Vegetation  
• Defensible spaces created  

 

Structure Design  
• Materials  

 
Fire Protection  

• Response time  
• Hydrants  
• Draft sources (locations where fire engines can draft water into the engine if hydrants or 

pump sites don’t exist)  
 
Utilities  

• Utilities – Placement above or below ground  
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Many of these factors evaluated in the subdivision assessment are not easily changed in the short 
term; however, there are several, which can be significantly improved. The two with the greatest 
potential for improvement are defensible space and water sources.  
 
Results  
The following table displays what the results mean in general terms for the Fire Hazard Rating:  
 
 

Rating Range  Category  Description  

29 or less Low  Low fuels, moderate terrain. 
Maintain.  

30-39  Moderate Moderate fuel accumulation with 
steeper slopes. Has an opportunity 
for improvement.  

40-49  High  Heavy fuel accumulation and 
steeper slopes. Clear need for 
improvement.  

50-59  Severe  Extreme fuel hazards and steep 
slopes. High priority, mitigation is 
essential for safety.  

60 or higher Extreme  
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2007‐2008 Risk Assessment 
Subdivision, Community,

or Neighborhood 
Fire

District 
Risk
Rating 

Hazard 
Class 

Eagles Roost  CCFPD  87  Extreme 
Angel Of Shavano  CCFPD  75  Extreme 
Jo Love Ranch  CCFPD  67  Extreme 
Mt. Princeton Hot Springs  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Rancho Antero Estates  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Silver Cliff Club  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Princeton Shadows  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Milne Subdivision  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Deer Valley Ranch  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Chalk Creek Acres  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Chalk Creek Estates  CCFPD  62  Extreme 
Alpine  CCFPD  60  Extreme 

 
Lost Creek Ranch  CCFPD  58  Severe 
Trail West Village  CCFPD  58  Severe 
Meadow Lake Mtn Estates   CCFPD  55  Severe 
North Fork Acres  CCFPD  53  Severe 
Mesa Antero Estates  CCFPD  50  Severe 
St. Elmo  CCFPD  50  Severe 

 
Whispering Pines  CCFPD  47  High 
Trout Creek Meadows  CCFPD  47  High 
Cochetopa Estates  CCFPD  46  High 
The Canyons Rosi  CCFPD  46  High 
Hidden Hills  CCFPD  45  High 
Eureka Ranch  CCFPD  45  High 
Methodist Meadow  SAFPD  45  High 
Methodist Mountain  SAFPD  44  High 
Wapiti  CCFPD  43  High 
Four Elk Camp  CCFPD  43  High 
Mt Harvard Addition  CCFPD  43  High 
Mt Harvard Valley Estates  CCFPD  43  High 
Mt Princeton View Estates  CCFPD  40  High 

 
Game Trail  CCFPD  39  Moderate 
Pinon Acres  CCFPD  38  Moderate 
Saddle Ridge Ranch  CCFPD  37  Moderate 
Weldon Creek  CCFPD  36  Moderate 
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Tenderfoot Business Park  SAFPD  36  Moderate 
Cedar Gate Estates  CCFPD  35  Moderate 
Maysville  CCFPD  34  Moderate 
Maysville Meadows  CCFPD  34  Moderate 
Boot Hill  SAFPD  34  Moderate 
Mesa Antero   CCFPD  32  Moderate 
Nicholas Hills  SAFPD  32  Moderate 
Pinon Hills  SAFPD  30  Moderate 

 
Ute Heights  SAFPD  29  Low 
Webb Tracts  SAFPD  29  Low 
Fawn Ridge  SAFPD  27  Low 
Betty’s Meadows  SAFPD  26  Low 
Hacienda Village  CCFPD  26  Low 
Shikoba Acres  SAFPD  26  Low 
Hilton Subdivision  SAFPD  25  Low 
Mt. Princeton View Estates   CCFPD  25  Low 
Rancho Sawatch  CCFPD  25  Low 
Martha's Court  CCFPD  24  Low 
Rancho Caballeros  SAFPD  24  Low 
The Reserve At Cottonwood Creek  CCFPD  24  Low 
Pikul Subdivision  CCFPD  23  Low 
River West  SAFPD  23  Low 
Carpenter Industrial Air Park   CCFPD  22  Low 
Chaparral  SAFPD  22  Low 
Oro Vista  CCFPD  22  Low 
Shavano Vista  SAFPD  22  Low 
Vista Grande  SAFPD  22  Low 
Windance  SAFPD  22  Low 
Embry Estates (industrial)  SAFPD  21  Low 
Pinon Pines  CCFPD  21  Low 
Rainbow Ridge  SAFPD  21  Low 
Cielo Vista  CCFPD  20  Low 
Meadowlark Estates  SAFPD  20  Low 
The Range ROSI  SAFPD  20  Low 
Troy Kelly  CCFPD  18  Low 
Princeton Estates   CCFPD  18  Low 
Bear Trail Subdivision  CCFPD  18  Low 
Smeltertown  SAFPD  16  Low 
Glenview  CCFPD  15  Low 
Westwinds Subdivision  CCFPD  15  Low 



26 

 

 
Assisting with this document 
 
Mark Thomas, wildfire mitigation officer, Chaffee County Fire Protection District 
James Wingert, fire chief, Chaffee County Fire Protection District 
Don Taylor, fire chief, Salida Fire Department 
Damon Lange, district forester, Colorado State Forest Service  
Elise Bowne, fire GIS specialist, USFS Region 2 
Paul Janzen, retired district forester  
Tim Walker, Chaffee County Sheriff  
Chris Naccarato, district fire management officer, USFS Mountain Zone 
John Markalunas, assistant district fire management officer, USFS Mountain Zone 
Lisa Corbin, fuels specialist, USFS Mountain Zone 
Mike Gaylord, Bureau of Land Management  
Emy Parmley, student, Colorado State University 
Staci Foster, meeting coordinator, Chaffee County Fire Protection District 
Kent Maxwell, captain, Chaffee County Fire Protection District 
   





28 

 

APPENDIX A 

Game Trail CWPP 
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APPENDIX B 

Maysville-North Fork CWPP 
 

  



30 

 

APPENDIX C 

Mount Harvard Estates CWPP 
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APPENDIX D 

Town of Poncha Springs CWPP 




